LAME JERVAS

external magnificence at first excited in my mind. Sometimes
he would put himself in competition with me, to show his cour-
tiers his superiority ; but failing in these attempts, he would then
treat me as a species of mechanic juggler, who was fit only to
exhibit for the amusement of his court. When he saw my
speaking-trumpet, which was made of copper, he at first looked
at it with great scorn, and ordered his trumpeters to show me
theirs, which were made of silver. As he had formerly done
when my predecessor was at his court, he desired his trumpeters
to sound through these trumpets the words Jiauiu and jaiiw^ i.e.
come and go : but, upon trial, mine was found to be far superior
to the sultan's : and I received intimation, through one of his
courtiers, that it would be prudent to offer it immediately to
Tippoo. This I accordingly did, and he accepted it with the
eagerness of a child who has begged and obtained a new play-
thing.

CHAPTER  IV

4 THE next day, Tippoo and his whole court assembled to see
my balloon. Tippoo was seated in a splendid pavilion, and his
principal courtiers stood in a semicircle on each side of him : the
youth, whom I formerly observed, was again on his right hand,
and his eyes were immovably fixed upon my balloon, which
had been previously filled and fastened down by cords. I had
the curiosity to ask who this youth was : I was informed he
was the sultan's eldest son, Prince Abdul Calie. I had not time
to make any farther inquiries, for Tippoo now ordered a signal
to be given, as had been previously agreed upon. I instantly
cut the cords which held the balloon, and it ascended with a
rapid but graceful motion, to the unspeakable astonishment and
delight of all the spectators. Some clapped their hands and
shouted, others looked up in speechless ecstasy, and in the
general emotion all ranks for an instant were confounded : even
Tippoo Sultan seemed at this interval to be forgotten, and to
forget himself, in the admiration of this new wonder.

'As soon as the balloon was out of sight, the court re-
turned to their usual places, the noise subsided, and the
sultan, as if desirous to fix the public attention upon himself,
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